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"I've met hundreds of men that say if it
wasn't for Joseph Smith I could accept
your religion. - Any man that doesn't be~
lieve in Joseph Smith as a prophet of the
true and living God has no right to be in
this Church! The foundation stone. If
 he did not have that interview with God
and Jesus Christ the whole mormon fa-
bric is a failure. TIt's a fraud. Itisn't .
- worth anything on earth. But God did
come, God did introduce his son, God
did inspire that man to organize the
Church of Jesus Christ. And all the
opposition of the world is not able to
withstand the truth! It is flourishing,
it is growing and it will grow more. I
know beyond a shadow of a doubt of the
divinity of this work in which we are en-
- gaged. It is one of the joys of my life
at home and abroad, in private and in
public, to testify that I know as well as
I know that I live, that God 11ves, that he
hears and answers our prayers.

Pres.. Heber J. Grant

General Conference

October 8,1939




Dear Missionaries:

Brigham Young.
"Toseph Smith holds the keys of this last dispensation, and is A
now engaged behind the vail in the great work of the last days. ‘
T can tell our beloved brother Christians who have slain the

prophets and butchered and otherwise caused the death of
thousands of Latter-day Saints, the priests who have thanked
God in their prayers and thanksgiving from the pulpit that
we have been plundered, driven, and slain, and the deacons
~under the pulpit, and their brethren and sisters in their closets,
wheo have thanked God, thinking that the Latter-day Saints were
wasted away, something that no doubt will mortify them-~»-~~
namely, that no man or woman in this dispensation will ever
enter into the celestial kingdom of God without the consent of
Joseph Smith., From the day that the Priesthood was taken

from the earth to the winding-up scene of all things, every

man and woman must have the certificate of Joseph Smith,
junior, as a passport to their entrance into the mansion where
God and Christ are ~---~ 1 with yvou and you with me. I cannot
go there without his consent. He holds the keys of that kingdom
for the last dispensation ~~~--~ the keys to rule in the spivit-
world; and he rules there triumphantly, for he gained full
power and a glorious victory over the power of Satan while

he was vet in the flesh, and was a mavrtvr to his religion and

to the name of Christ, which gives him a most perfect victory
in the spirit-world, He reigns there as suprer

e a being in hisg
sphere, capacity, and calling, as God does in heaven, Many

will exclaim ~~-~~=~ 'Oh, that is very disagreeablel It is pre-
posterous! We cannot bear the thought! ' ~w--ea-But it is trye.
(Journal of Discourses, Volume VII, p. 289)

I know that Joseph Smith, Jr., is a prophet of God and I look to him for in-
spiration., 1 know that Joseph Fielding Smith is a prophet of God and that he

ig al the helm of this church guiding it in an inspired way. I know that

Jesus Christ is the Son of God and that He is our Savior. Let us bear our test-
imony with strength and with conviction. Always love the people and do what
you can to bring them to these great truths.

Sincerely,

George A, Oakes
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The memoery alone remains,
Of 21l its joys, its grief, it gains
And now with purpese full and L].(,zl}"

We turn to meet another year.
Happy New Year., May it be just that for each one of you and for

the migsion too!

L love vou,

Jeannette N. Oakes
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Along with the new year comes the making of many goals’and reso~
lutions. The mission has a goal of 2,000 baptisimsa for 1972 and that
will require the making of many small goals by each elder and sister
and companion pair. '

It is pretty obvious that no one arrives anywhere without first heading
there, In other words, if we are to accomplish something we must
have the necessary goals in order to accomplish it.

In goal making, there are certain steps to be taken:{l}) An overall goal
should be made. (2) It should be cut into a small enough size to be
real (you don't just throw up a house. You build it brick by brick,
wall by wall), {3 A precise plan must be formulated in order to meet
your goal (without any loopholes). {4} You must dedicate yourself to
that plan and goal and {5} with the Lord's help follow through with

that plan.

For example~~ (1) You want a baptism. (2} First off you have to find
and teach a sharp first, etc. {3} You need to decide through prayer

and serious thought, where and how to find that sharp family. (4}
Decide that you won't let meals, late hours, or anything stop vou from
getting that family (if it's 9:30 at night and you are looking for a young
couple, mark back for another day, anybody who doesn't fit your goal).
{5} Don't stop until you succeed; work until you reach your goal. Don't
fall through on your part!

The Lord has given us a promise if we make goals according to the
Spirit-~"He that asketh in the Spirit asketh according to the will of
Ciod; wherefore it is done even ag he asketh'--but he has also told
us that we have to do the work and thinking--"Behold, you have not
understood; you have suppossed that I would give if unto you, when
you took ne thought save it was to ask me, "

The Tord is blessing each one of us and the mission as a whole for
the work we are doing. It is cur prayer and goal that each one of
ug will ‘become even more effective missionaries in the yeav 1972,
Sincerely,

" The Assistants to the President,




Dear President:

Last Sunday we had the concluding episode with our 22 vear old man who had
the spirit cast out of him a month before. He was alright for five to six weeks
after we cast the spirit out the first time., This in and of itseif was a real
miracle because he had been having vicolent attacks almost every day since

he was very voung. But, he would not be baptized, so we told him if he

didn't the spirit would come back and it would have even greater control

over him than before. '

Last Sunday he came to church very scared and upset, He had suffered his
first attack in over a month and it was as we said worse than ever before,
As he entered the door of the church, he had another attack and it was really
something powerful to see. We cast the spirit out and he pleaded for us to
baptize him. The spirit would enter back into him and we would cast it out.
His father was there pleading with us to baptize them both, We had baptized
the mother and daughter a’ month before and thev were very happy and active,
Finally we calmed him down finally and cast the spirit out for good. He rec-
eived a review of the lessons with his {ather and they both were baptized, ,
They bore strong testimonies of the power of the priesthood before and after
their baptism and all are active and happy and healthy. We are very thankiful.

+

Elders Davis, Nielsen and Packard .

Dear President!

We had the opportunity of blessing a lady the other day who had been bitten
by some kind of bug which the doctor told her would cause her death. She
was in bad shape when we first saw her. After a faith promofing lesson,

we gave her a blessing. We returned a week or so later and found her to

be completely recovered. The doctor found her recovery to be remarkable. |
We thank our Heavenly Father for his help in our work.

Elder Zahrt and FElder Woffinden




Dear President: . ' i

Y in eVETry respe ct,

After many hours of hard work and keeping on the progras
we finally made our goal on the last day of the month. We b ptized a dona & nd
n, who turned & that very day.

her 12 year old daughter and her 8 year old a¢

These people were ound in the strangest way. Not when it was sunny and nice,
not in the upper or middle class area w here we had been working, but in the
poorest gection of town and one of the poorest homes I have ever scell, The

ord really tests his servants.

“fremember pulling out my flannel board for the last time heflore going to My
“interview with President Bruce B, McConkie and hating the si gh, f that old
blue piece of nylon. We had so little faith at that moment. The little boy was
. of bread he had dipped in his m norning Cup.

wringing coffee out of a big hun
It shows we've always got to keep our eyes open and never mole out on 2
lesson. REvery lesson is a poter J’LLd} baptism no matter what the appearances
are at first, When I was set apart I was told to look in every place and I
¥ sing meant

would find people in the stra ngest ;;& ces, I know what that bles
and I will now keep looking every day every minute.

Flder Paumgarten (Elde - Andersen)

P.8. They bapti ed the husband of the farnily £ the next month and this was a
real ‘“‘”tlt‘&C; bgg e he was & confirmed alcoholic at the time of the first

visit, Now the "'az'ztii..}:y“ ia united in the gospel.
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MISSION MEMmos

In the past months many elders have been asking about their
TCARTEIRAS", Because of several changes in the carteira
system, many missionaries, as of yet, do nol have their
carteiras. In most cases, they lack only their signature and
thumb print. Others are lacking their 3 by 4 cm pictures with
white backround., The following is a list of those elders lacking
their "CARTEIRA™:

Wiggins Woftfinden Gagon Barney
Foragyth Abraham Hansen - Speed
Lassa Baldree Robexts

If your name is not on this list, and you do not have a copy yet,
please send me,immediately, a separate letter requesting a copy.
If your name appears on this list, you should contact the mission
Secretary when entering Riol Thank vou. Elder Lovell

Once again I would like to remind yvou ta send in the vellow copy
of the "Recomenda¢ao para Batismo e Confirmacao” WITH your
IO0FY cards, Thanks to all of vou who sent your L10FP's in on
time last month, Elder Tvyler

Just as general information, we have made arrangements with the
First National City Bank here in Rio so that the Elders when return

ing home can purchase American Currvency, Take yvour passport and
cambio slips to the Bank and if you desire you can purchase Currency
on this Basis: 80% of currency in travelers checks, and 20% in
american greenbacks., This is a courtesey provided by the bank and is
is not comumon practice, therefore pleasgse don't abuse this privilege.
Thank yvou., Elder Scrensen.

We once again have a stock of Ieather briefcases {rom the Pugsley
Pasta factory in Curitiba to sell to the Elders, There are two types:
{1} the large expanding pasta, and a smaller{2) hard backed maleta
or atache case. Both have a map of Brazil, all leather. We are
selling these for 135, 00 cruzeiros each, hurry, prices are going up!

For more information or to order, see or write to Elder Sorensen,
Mission Accountant.

After receiving word from the First Presidency that many of the

missionaries who travel are not respectfully dressed, it wag

suggested that all missionaries not wear levis on Transfer, This
applies to ALL missionaries on transfer to the Interior, North, and
yvour trip home at the end of your mission, The Standard dress

should be white shirt and tie as if Proselyting.,  The Mission President.



Leall your attention to a pracitice which : y

to the name of the Church here in Northern Brazil., Upon numerous

nccasions the banks have informed the Mission Home that the Elders

are bouncing their checks, Let me explain the depth of this problem.

It only takes one or two of the 153 missionaries in this mission to can~
cel all of the check cashing priv o3 t we now enjoy., Consistently /%

for the past 5 months, there have been three or four checks returned &

try the bank each month for: insufficient funds, improper signature,
and other miscellaneous reasons. HEvery month this problem arises

c

with a different group of elders, which |
a laxity in the mission concerning check ¢

s me o beleive there is
ihing., Please
and express the importance of having sulficient iuzldq in your account

to your parents or supporters, Ask them to set up a buffer fund or

¢ write home

make some type of arrangement with vour bank o see your checks are
not sent back to Brazil. You should use the precautions of not cashing
large checks, of not cashing too scon, or of not cashing without the
knowledge of your supporters. It is a very wise policy to not spend
money you don't have. Should a problem arise, don't immediately
cash an extra check, come and see the President or myself here at
the Mission Homie or at least inform us, HELP TO KEEP THE
FINANCIAL NAME OF THE CHURCH HONORABLE,

/
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The following elders and sisters are due ‘ ,
during the month of January: s

Tanner, Baumgarten,

~ 4hart, Dissel, Elggren.

Henrie, Brown, Davis, Olsen, Southwick, Higgley, Solomon, Johnson.

Anderson, Packard, Robeck, ﬁenndu Broadbent, Rex, }u}.utez',
Taggart, Farnsworth, Wilford, .t;(lwarcis.

Ehat George, Harman, Walters,

Che O
The following elders and sisters ave due FARRLAS A A

during the month of Februa ry:

Hansen, Robinson, Echols, Thomas, Owens, Barzee, M. Roberts,
Clark, Briggs, Graden, Dybee, Wing, D. Stanger, R, Nielsen,
K. Sorensen, Andelin, Gagon.

Note: Always--ALWAYS after receiving a
Big GG shot, please inform the mission
editor that very same week in a seperate
letter along with vour weekly report sheeots,

remember that we get the
Big G shot now every three
months-~2 1/2 cc, Also,
all injections are {o be piven

with disposable syringes or
naadles . andu !t
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Tefophona: 225-1839

RUA STEFAN ZWEIG, 156 - LARANJEIRAS
RIO DE JANEIRO - GB, BRAZIL
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GEOF!(;E A. OAKES, Mission President



